




OFSTED
Ofsted found that overall parents’ views 

of the school were positive with 99% 

believing that their children enjoy school, 

97% agreeing or strongly agreeing 

that the school kept their child safe and 

98% agreeing or strongly agreeing that 

their child is making enough progress.  

Statements Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree

My child enjoys school 99%

The school keeps my child safe 97%

My school informs me about my 
child’s progress

91%

My child is making enough progress at 
this school

98%

The teaching is good at this school 97%

The school helps me to support my 
child’s learning

91%

The school helps my child to have a 
healthy lifestyle

93%

The school makes sure that my child is 
well prepared for the future (for example 
changing year group, changing school, and for 
children who are finishing school, entering further 
or higher education, or entering employment)

92%

The school meets my child’s  
particular needs

94%

The school deals effectively with 
unacceptable behaviour

94%

The school takes account of my 
suggestions and concerns

91%

The school is led and managed effectively 99%

Overall, I am happy with my child’s 
experience at this school

96%

Washwood Heath Technology 
College is an improving school 
with an increasing number of 
good aspects. This school is not 
complacent and has continued 
on its journey of improvement.
OFSTED 2009
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Curriculum
Our curriculum is carefully planned to ensure 

a broad and balanced education is afforded 

to all our students to enable them to be highly 

successful and improve their life chances. 

Year 7 and 8
At the beginning of Year 7 students are placed into a 
House and a Vertical Tutor Group, they stay with this 
group for registrations, assemblies and some lessons. 
The security of regularly being with their own Tutor Group 
and with students from other year groups ensures that 
students soon lose any of the typical anxieties of being in 
a “big school”. 

The students study the full range of National Curriculum 
subjects: English, Mathematics, Science, Art, Geography, 
History, Information Technology (IT), Music, Physical 
Education (PE), Religious Education (RE) and Technology. 
In addition to these subjects, the Tutor Group also 
supports the development of Life Skills with their tutor and 
through whole school dimension days, Personal, Social 
and Health Education (PSHE). In Languages students 
have the opportunity to learn French and Arabic or Urdu.

Year 9, 10 and Year 11 
In Years 9, 10 and 11 students have a core of compulsory 
subjects and a choice from a wide range of the other 
subjects including academic and vocational ones. 
We are a leading school in Vertical Learning and this 
method of working enables students to have the widest 
range of courses. Lessons in Religious Education continue 
as a core subject in Years 9-11. In Years 9-11 students 
can take Religious Studies or Islamic Studies as a GCSE 
option choice.

Accelerated 
Learning
By setting early we ensure that pace and 

challenge are injected into every lesson, this 

means that our students are high achieving.

This accelerated pace has the added advantage that 
some of our students are able to take their GCSEs a year 
early to enable them to spend more time on other subjects 
or gain extra time on Post 16 subjects. As from September 
2010 all students are expected to continue in education or 
training until the age of 18, we believe giving our students 
three years to develop these opportunities gives them the 
maximum opportunity for success. 
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Vocational 
Guidance
From Year 7 to Year 13 students at 

Washwood Heath Technology College 

are offered guidance on employment, 

careers and courses in further and higher 

education.

This guidance begins in Year 7 as part of the Life 
Skills and the Tutor programme. Our objective is to 
raise aspirations and to ensure that all of our students 
progress onto an appropriate career path that they have 
chosen with our help and guidance. The majority of our 
students continue education into sixth form and the 
school is now part of  the NEST (Network East Schools 
Team) collaborative sixth form, this will operate with four 
other schools to enable our students to have the widest 
range of subjects to select from.

The Careers and Worked Related Learning sessions 
and activities in Years 10 and 11 are built around the 
key learning outcomes of self-awareness, opportunity 
awareness, decision-making, information seeking 
and careers research. We aim to give students an 
awareness and understanding of the world of work. 
To this end students undertake a whole week’s Work 
Experience in Year 10, for many this experience is vital 
in guiding important choices about their future.

The Access 
Programme 
The Access Programme is designed 

to offer support to students who may 

struggle with some of the challenges that 

face them at secondary school. 

This programme supports the development of their 
literacy and or numeracy skills. For the small number 
of students who take part in this programme they will 
follow an Integrated Curriculum course. 
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Students are active in the 
school and local community, 
involving themselves in projects 
with local schools and taking on 
roles such as prefects. 
OFSTED 2009
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Gifted and  
Talented Provision
We offer a number of extra-curricular projects 

for students in a variety of different subject 

areas or for those talented in Art, Drama, 

Music, PE as well as Maths, Science and 

Design Technology opportunities through the 

school’s STEM club. 

The Gifted and Talented club, for students in 
years 7 to 11, was setup to stretch the more able 
students in the school. 

They are involved in a variety of activities including 
trips and workshops with, for example the Birmingham 
REP Theatre. They also stage productions where the 
students do everything from writing the scripts to 
designing sets and costumes, choreographing dances 
and musical direction. 

The Gifted and Talented club provides rewarding 
experiences for the students involved, enabling them 
all to build strong relationships and soft skills whilst 
stimulating and challenging them. 

student leadership 
At Washwood Heath Technology College 

we have a very effective student 

leadership team made up of the best 

students in each House under the 

leadership of the Houses’ Head Boys and 

Girls. There are various roles within the 

student leadership team including school 

councillors, student leaders, peer mentors 

and prefects. 

These students take on a variety of roles throughout 
the school from checking uniform in assemblies and 
controlling students on the corridors during lunch and 
break times to mentoring other students who may be 
having problems in school but don’t feel able to speak 
to a member of staff. 

The leaders of each House organise a charity day 
each year, competing to raise the most money for 
their House’s chosen charity. 



Technology
Being a member of a Specialist Technology 

College plays a very important part in the 

students’ educational experiences and 

successes. 

Throughout their time at the school, students will have 
their creativity and enterprise skills developed, which 
are crucial for their future careers. All students study a 
Technology subject for at least one year between Year 
9 and 11, and the Technology results are well above 
the national average in our new curriculum. Maths and 
Science are also lead subjects within the Specialism. 
The specialist status also encourages us to work with 
business and community partners to give our students 
experiences which raise their awareness of the world of 
work, of their community and of global issues.

Equipment
We are an extremely well equipped school. 

We have six fully equipped Science 

laboratories, computer rooms providing 

a ratio of more than 1:2 computers to 

students.

We have recently installed state of the art media and 
music suites with industry standard hardware and 
software. 

The technology department has recently bought an  
£11,000 laser cutter, £3,000 sublimination printer and 
been augmented by a purpose built construction block.

Trips
Our students have the opportunity to take 

part in a variety of educational visits. Over 

the last few years there have been visits 

to Neuve Chapelle in northern France, 

the European Parliament in Brussels 

and Auschwitz in Poland among other 

domestic trips. 

These trips provide a valuable learning experience 
not only from the information obtained from the place 
visited but also from the gain in independence and self 
confidence the experience engenders. 
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Behaviour is good with some 
outstanding features. 
LA CONSULTANT JULY 2010



Literacy
At Washwood Heath Technology College we 

are very aware that without literacy skills 

students are disadvantaged in their learning, 

exams and life after school. 

With this in mind we have a strong focus on 

Literacy throughout the school. 

In years 7 and 8 students who’s first language is not 
English, and those who come to the school with lower than 
Level 3, are given the support they need in our Integrated 
Curriculum program which allows them to attain a level of 
English which will allow them to fully take part in the school 
community.

To ensure that Literacy remains a focus throughout the 
school we have within each department a Literacy co-
ordinator, displays and information. Every half term a literacy 
focus is put in place to ensure that students keep having 
their knowledge reinforced. This combined with DARTS 
integrated into every lesson gives the students excellent 
practice. 

Good practice is shared throughout the school with regular 
meetings to maintain the high standards set.

RESULTS 
Washwood Heath Technology College is now 

achieving some of Birmingham’s highest exam 

results. 

Since Mrs Mabey became Head Teacher of Washwood 
Heath Technology College the school’s results have 
improved to a very high level, very rapidly. In just the first 
five years of Mrs Mabey’s leadership of the school there was 
an improvement of 68% in the number of students achieving 
five A* to C grades at GCSE including an improvement of 
36% in those achieving five A* to C including English and 
Maths. It is not only at GCSE that the results are superlative: 
the school’s Post 16 students attain an extremely high pass 
rate in their qualifications. 

To allow the students to begin receiving qualifications as 
soon as they are able, the highest achieving students 
in Years 9 and 10 are encouraged to take some GCSE 
examinations. This means that many of our students have 
already achieved five A* to C grades at GCSE level before 
they even reach Year 11. 

For the current break down of our results please see the 
supplemental Results sheet at the end of this prospectus. 
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STEM
STEM club is designed to broaden 

student’s knowledge of and demonstrate 

the links between Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths by involving 

students in practical projects. 

In the first year of running the club the students 
designed and built an electric car. They then competed 
against teams from other schools in endurance races 
at Mallory Park and Aintree race tracks placing highly in 
both races. 
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The school has an extremely 
positive ethos; most students 
enjoy school, feel that they 
learn well and feel safe in 
the ‘family atmosphere in the 
school’. There is an ethos of 
mutual respect at the heart 
of relationships within the 
school.
OFSTED 2009



POST 16
At Washwood Heath Technology College 

we pride ourselves on the individual 

attention we afford our students in order 

for them to achieve the highest possible 

level of learning and achievement.  We 

have made some very important and 

exciting changes to our Post-16 provision.

Washwood Heath Technology College is part of the 
Network East Schools Team – NEST. 

This is a partnership between five local schools: 
Archbishop Ilsley, Ninestiles, Cockshut Hill and 
Washwood Heath Technology College. The partnership 
was set up to give students greater choice after 
completing their GCSEs. NEST offers over 45 Level 
2 and 3 courses both at A Level and BTEC. The 
partnership is able to do this by taking advantage of the 
strengths of each of the different centres. This means 
that students are able to study courses that suit their 
aspirations, at a variety of centres, enabling them to 
reach their goals and ultimately be more successful on 
whatever path they choose.

However students will still receive the quality of care and 
guidance that they have come to expect in their time in 
the school.  

For more information please see: 
www.nestcollege.co.uk

As a Post 16 centre we strive for excellence and expect 
the best from all our students both academically and 
socially. In Post 16 we operate an equal opportunities 
policy in line with the school and engender a 
responsible approach to understanding through an 
awareness of citizenship.

As students achieve Level 2 or Level 3 qualifications we 
prepare them for progression to their next career stage, 
whatever it may be. Students have the opportunity 
to consider a number of routes including Further 
Education, University, Specialist Training or employment 
and are supported throughout by dedicated staff.
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To support this focus on achievement students are 
encouraged to develop independent and personalised learning 
skills. The Post 16 centre prides itself on the opportunities 
afforded to students through a comprehensive mentoring and 
learning support programme.

There are opportunities for students to widen and extend their 
learning and experience through an enrichment programme 
that includes sport, The Envision Project, cultural visits and 
the Extended Project. Students are encouraged to participate 
in the life of main school by supporting whole school events 
and initiatives. At all levels of learning students in Post 16 are 
encouraged to take advantage of the school’s Technology 
Status to enhance their experience and to bring a high degree 
of creativity and enterprise to their learning.
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